In this paper I re-examine Never in Anger: Portrait 
Ethnography of experience
In this paper I re-examine Never in Anger: Portrait of an Eskimo Family (1970) by Jean Briggs. This classic anthropological text is a pioneering attempt to achieve many of the same intellectual and literary goals espoused by the authors of the current ethnographies of experience. By seeking to understand why this book was misunderstood by the scholarly community at the time of its publication, I hope to reveal the kind of unexamined assumptions about the nature of emotions that prevailed in anthropological circles at the time. I Dilthey (1833 Dilthey ( -1911 . Dilthey wrote that 'reality only exists for us in the facts of consciousness given by inner experience' (quoted in Bruner, 1986 : 4) . Dilthey grappled with the problem of the seeming impossibility of grasping another's experience. He suggested we 'transcend the narrow sphere of experience by interpreting expressions' (quoted in Turner and Bruner, 1986 : 5) . By (Bruner 1986: 13) . He held that cultures are best understood not by looking at the unchanging, the typical or the habitual, but by examining high moments of intense experience in a culture, for these embody 'meanings'. These (Kondo, 1986: 82) . She could be the dutiful daughter, without risk to her identity as an anthropologist. Freed from feelings of guilt, she regained her sense of authority. Defensiveness is another element in the explanation, as Briggs herself suggested.
In the field I felt empathy when I was not personally in conflict with other people. When I was in conflict I felt defensive ... I think the lifting of the defensive shield was more important than 'guilt' in determining the empathy I felt after I got home. (personal communication, 23 February 1992) Reception history of Never in Anger Self-reflexivity in Never in Anger is closely tied to the history of its reception. How was Never in Anger regarded when it was published in 1970, and how has it been evaluated since then? The answer to these questions can be ascertained by examining how emotions and personality were studied by anthropologists and psychologists during the decades leading up to the publication of Never in Anger.
In Kirkpatrick (1985) and Language and Socialization across Cultures by Schieffelin and Ochs (1986) .
Five reviews of Never in Anger have been published in professional journals. It is significant that only one of these reviews was published in an anthropological journal. The others appeared in journals about the Arctic, psychiatry or social work. The authors of these four reviews regarded Briggs's inclusion of her own reactions as an integral part of her scholarly task, rather than merely part of a project to report autobiographically on fieldwork experiences (see Vallee, 1971; Shiloh, 1971; Leighton, 1971; Prince, 1972 Crapanzano (1980) , Kevin Dwyer (1982) , Dorinne Kondo (1986 and , Renato Rosaldo (1989) Crapanzano (1980) , James Clifford (1983), Dorinne Kondo (1990) and Kevin Dwyer (1982) speak explicitly of the value of selfreflexivity, they do not refer to Never in Anger. However, Rabinow (1977) , Clifford and Marcus (1986) , Abu-Lughod (1986 (Lutz, 1988:376) Reichard, 1934 and Marriot, 1952) that combined personal accounts of fieldwork with ethnographic information. In the 1960s and 1970s, fieldwork accounts -such as Rabinow (1977) (1932) .
